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HOW CONGRESS CAN SAVE THE NEWS
 As the COVID-19 pandemic 
rages across the country, Ameri-
cans are feeling the loss of local 
news in their communities, but it 
is not too late to reverse this trend. 
In the next COVID-19 recovery 
package, Congress must take the 
lead to save the news. There are 
a number of substantive, biparti-
san approaches Congress needs 
to consider to achieve this goal:

•  Giving local news access to the 
Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP). In May, a bipartisan 
group of senators introduced 
S.3718, which would expand ac-
cess to the PPP to local small, 
local news outlets owned by 
large businesses, which have 
previously been blocked from 
accessing the PPP. These are 
exactly the kind of small busi-
ness the PPP was created to 
help, and it’s time to ensure they 
can all make use of its bene�ts.

• Providing tax incentives to 
help sustain and revitalize 
local news. In June, a bipar-
tisan pair of representatives 
introduced H.R.7640, which 
would create tax credits aimed 
at strengthening the viability 
of the local news sector. The 
�rst credit incentivizes the pur-
chase of annual subscriptions 
to local newspapers, the sec-
ond is a �ve-year refundable 
credit for local newspapers to 
employ and compensate jour-
nalists, and the third is a �ve-
year non-refundable tax credit 
that encourages businesses to 
advertise in local newspapers.

• Exploring alternative funding 
models and incentives for lo-
cal ownership to help support 
local news. Time-tested ex-

amples like the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting have long 
demonstrated the value of pro-
viding access to public media, 
particularly for Americans in 
underserved and rural commu-
nities. Congress should explore 
the viability of similar models of 
public support for local news, 
which could signi�cantly bene�t 
Americans and help keep their 
communities better connect-
ed and informed. This should 
be joined by e�orts to explore 
the possibility of nonpro�t sta-
tus for local news organiza-
tions, and incentivizing large 
news media companies to sell 
local papers to local owners.

 
 It’s time for Congress and 
stakeholders in the media land-
scape to come together to ensure 
the passage of a comprehensive 
relief package that preserves the 
future of local news. This outcome 
will strengthen local communi-
ties, bolster public health initia-
tives at a time when they have nev-
er been more crucial and support 
the health of our civic institutions.
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S.3718 Local News and Emergency Information Act of 2020 
would expand access to the Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) for local news outlets that have been excluded.

H.R.7640 Local Journalism Sustainability Act 
would create tax credits aimed at revitalizing lo-
cal news by incentivizing subscribing to and advertis-
ing in local newspapers as well as employing journalists.
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